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This Airport Is Getting an Outdoor Swimming Pool

It's a plane spotter's dream.

Christopher Tkaczyvk Aucust 30, 2017

VIP travelers flying in and out of Punta Cana International Airport in the Dominican

Republic are about to get a luxurious new amenity: an outdoor swimming pool.

The outdoor pool is one of the many new features in a new VIP lounge designed by
Dominican architect Antonio Segundo Imbert. The lounge is expected to open in

December 2017.



The airport currently has two VIP lounges, one each in terminals A and B, that are open

to select elite status fliers on participating airlines. Additionally, Priority Pass members

as well as anyone who buys a pass to those lounges can also get access.

Access rules to the new lounge and the price for a day pass have not yet been announced.

As soon as T+L gets more information from the airport, we’'ll add an update.

The Punta Cana airport is also rolling out Preclearance later this year for all U.S. travelers,
who will get to clear U.5. Customs and Border Protection on the ground in the Dominican
Republic before boarding their flights back to the U.5. The Preclearance program includes

immigration processing, customs, and agriculture inspections.

The CBP's Preclearance operations are currently available at 15 airports in six countries:

Aruba, the Bahamas, Bermuda, Canada, Ireland, and the United Arab Emirates.

More than 1.6 million travelers flew from the Punta Cana airport to the United States in
2016.



Robb Report

The New VIP Lounge at Punta Cana International
Airport Is a Plane Spotter’s Dream Come True

The sleek space features an outdoor infinity-edge pool-a perfect vantage point for watching the planes come
and go.

BY PHOEBE NEUMAN ON OCTOBER 6, 2017

Having a layover has never been more fun. The Dominican Republic’s
Punta Cana International Airport, one of the Caribbean’s biggest travel
hubs, has revealed that its brand-new VIP lounge will feature an
outdoor infinity-edge pool—the first of its kind in the western

hemisphere, and a worthy rival to the over-the-top VIP lounges in Asia
and the Middls East.

Set to open in Decamber—and still expectad to be on time, despite
the hurricanes that have recently ravaged the region—the lounge is
the crown jewel of a half-decade-long expansion project that has seen
the construction of a new tarmac and terminal. Designed by local
architect Antiono Segundo Imbert, the lounge, which features stylish
clean lines and floor-to-ceiling windows that practically beg guests to
head outside to the pool deck, overlooks this new tarmac. A dip in the



water puts travelers on almost the same level as the planes parked on the runway below, providing a
thoroughly unique vantage point for plane-spotting fanatics to watch the jets take off and land.
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VIP Lounge at the Punta Cana International Airport Photo: Courtesy

Ideal for those looking to ease their way out of the laid-back island life, the lounge is open to elite
status flyers and priority pass members on participating airlines. Day passes for travelers looking to
squeeze every last drop of indulgence out of their vacation are also available for purchase.

In addition, the airport has plans to roll out Preclearance to all U.S. travelers later this year, allowing
them to clear U.S. Customs and Border Protection before boarding their flights back to the States.



These Crazy
Airport Lounges
Are the Best
Reason to
Upgrade to First
Class

BY NICK REMSEN

15 hoars ago

You know it, I know it, everyone knows it: flving is very often awtul. There’s inclement weather,
cluelezs crowds, mechanical issues, airspace congestion, bags that don't fit in overhead bins, bags
that get lost, the person who gruffly reclines their seat the moment the plane starts its takeoff roll,
the people who take their shoes AND socks off...the list goes on.

The bad news and the good news is that if vou want vour experience to be more comfortable and
less annoying, vou have to pay a lot more money. (But vou get free! Champagne! In Business
Class!) One particularly luxurious perk that comes with a first class ticket or a certain level of status
iz the lounge—those dedicated chambers tucked away above the Hudson Newses and the
Starbuckses, often invisibly, providing a little peace and quiet, a complimentarv cocktail and,

mavbe, a shower or a massage before your onward leg.



The best part about lounges these days is that vou needn’t necessarily be flving in business or first
class to gain access. Herewith, a round-up of some of the swankest lounges on the planet—with

highlights and entry how-to’s, to hoot. Happy flying.

Qatar Airways Al Mourjan Business Lounge,
Doha Hamad International Airport

Qatar Airways's Al Mourjan Business Lounge in Doha is the Olvmpic Gold Medal of private airport
spaces—it is gigantic, and it is magnificent. At over 10,000 square feet, it features Las Vegas hotel-
sized water fixtures, landscaping, =oothing darkened accents and a general muted stillness that is
much welcome given the inevitably long flight home to the States, or otherwise. (Doha is a great
transit point between North America and India or Southeast Asia.) The entire airport—HIA, for
short—is relativelvy new, too, having welcomed its first flight in 2014. Right now, Qatar Airways is,
without question, winning the lounge category when it comes to the ME3. Entry: A business or first

class ticket with Qatar Airways, or elite status with the airline. Rules and exceptions may apply.

The Centurion Lounge, Hong Kong International
Airport






